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Professor Turner has written extensively on the economics of higher education, including work
on obstacles to college completion, why college completion rates have declined over time,
divergence in college outcomes across different types of institutions, and federal financial aid
and loan policies. Some of her most recent work speaks directly to the current (and future)
financial challenges faced by public universities and their likely effects on student outcomes.
Professor Turner has a current research project that examines the impact of the recent financial
crisis on faculty hiring, wages, and retention in public and private universities in the United
States. Her work shows that the most-recent fiscal crisis has resulted in dramatic contractions in
faculty hiring at the same time the weak economy has increased student enrollment and demand.
She goes on to illustrate that the fiscal conditions generating such contractions among public
universities are likely to be long-lasting, while private universities have recovered quickly from
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